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Bayreuth, the home of Richard Wagner, la ft

quiet Utile city of 20,000 souls, Protestants, In the
mulst of Catholic populations aU round, situate
away up lu the northeastern corner of Bavaria, at
the foot of the Ptcbtelgebirge, which Jean Paul
loved and wrote about. A hundred and fifty years
ago, when the Margraves of Brandenburg resided
here, Bayreuth had a period of great splendor.
The people are a kind-hearted and hospitable race,
simple in taste, the ladles beautiful of feature,
charming in manner. Wagner himself styled the
city "a soil uudefiied by modern culture, a virginal
ground for true art".that is to say, the modern
French drama and opera are unknown here, ana
the popular taste is therefore as healthy as can be
expected when fed on natural old fashioned drama
and opera. The tlrst edifice seen by the traveller
from the railroad coupe as he approaches Bayreuth
Is the Nibeluugcn Theatre, wherein Wagner pro-
poses to give the highest possible artistic exposl-
tlon to his great music drama, the "King or the
Nibelungers," a work founded on Scandinavian
mythology and the "Nibelungenlied," or
the German "Iilad," as people sometimes
love to style their old epos. I think it will be Im¬
possible for your readers to comprehend the ne¬
cessity for the erection of this new theatre, un-
lew they know the grandeur and extent of the
music and drama wnich are to be performedin it.
With the exception of "Rionzi," all Wagner's

operas treat of mythological and therefore deeply
symbolical subjects. We refer especially to bis
best knuwn works, "The Flying Dutchman,"
"Tannhauser," "Lohengrin," and "Tristan ana
Isoiae." In "Melstersinger" Wagner leaves legend
for a while to give us clotures of old German
life. I will give you a synopsis of the musical
dramatic quadrillion, "The King of the Nibelun¬
gers," as sketched by Wagner himself. To any one

understanding mythology the drama Is a won-
derfui structure.

"HHRINGOLD".RH1NKGOLD.
The world Is peopled with dwarfs, giants and the

gods. The race of the Nlbelungs (Nibelungers)
live In the earth, In clefts and caves, and melt, re¬
fine and work the hard metals. Albericb makes
himseir King of the Nibelnngs. In the first scene of
"Rhelngold" we see beneath the Rhine three mer¬
maids swimming ana diving, and suddenly sur¬
prised by the appearance ol Alberich. The maid¬
ens tease the dwarf, who endeavors to catch each
In turn. Tired of the chase, the Nlbelung seats
himself on a rock of the river's bed, while the
maidens swim gracefully around the pinnacle ol a
high rock, just as the first rays of the sua light
up with great brilliancy a clump of gold therein.
The maidens still tease Alberlcn, and tell him that
they are the guardians or the Rhine gold, and tell
him the wonders and powers of this treas¬
ury.namely, "Whoever should get pos¬
session of the Rhinegold and from it
weld a ring, would thereby attain to
unlimited power." Alberich, already enraged at
hia ill-success in chasing the mermaids, suddenly
clambers up the rocks, seizes the glittering treas¬
ure while the mermaids are floating almut and
makes otr with it. Albericb returns to Nibelheiin
(Nebelbeim, home of the mist or gloom.night),
and welds himself a ring oat of the gold, through
whose virtues he becomes Lord or King of the
Nlbelungs. Thenceiorward he compelled all the
other Nlbelungs to work lor him; to gather the
subterranean treasures together for him. This
treasure is the Nibelungeu Hort (the treasure df
tne Nibelungers), the greatest treasure of which
was the "Taruhelm," or helmet, which he had
forced his brother Mime to weld for him, the
virtue of which was to render the possessor Invis¬
ible at pleasure. This vorapiel constitutes the root
from which the tragedy of tne "Ring" la devel¬
oped. With the introduction of gold come murder
and death into the world of dwarfs, giants and
gods.

AMONG THE TEUTONIC GODS.

The scenery changes slowly, vre appear to as¬

cend lroni the depths of the Rhine np to the earth's
surface. It is still morning, and a heavy dew nils
the valley of the Rhine. The rising sun gradually
dispels the mist, and hy and by illumines with
wonderful brilliancy a large burg, with glowing
pinnacles, erected on the mountain in the back¬
ground. To one side of the valley we discover
Odin, the god. and his consort, the goadess Fricka,
slumbering amid flowers. They awake, and gaze
In astonishment at the grandeur ot the edifice be¬
fore them; but the goddess is terrified at the
thought of the price at which the burg has been
built.the price of herself, the goddess. The burg
has been built by the giants Faaolt and I'ainer,
who now importune Odin for payment. The gods,
who had gaiued supremacy on eartn. had deter¬
mined to build a burg whence they could with ease

regulate the affairs of the world. The council of
the gods consisted of Odin, Thor, Frob and Loki;
the goddesses Fricka. Freya and Erda. By
Loki's advice the gods made a contract to

give Freya to the giants as soon as the burg
should be finished. The giants will hear of no

postponement; they seize Freya, aud attempt to

carry her off. The gods, who still wish to pay the
glauts, discuss together, and offer to give the
giants the labied Nibbing treasure in payment in¬
stead of the goddess. The giants agree to tins,
but persist in taking Freya with them as a pledge,
until the treasure shall be forthcoming. The
giants had long suffered from the cunning of the
Nlbelung, who could wield swords and weapons
for their destruction, and were glad enough to
accept the proposition of the gods. The giants
disappear Irom the scene with Freya; mist and
gloom fill the valley, the gods have a ghastly and
tired appearance, for Freya, tne possessor of the
apple of eternal youth, has been taken from
them. The gods immediately descend to Nlbcl-
heim in order to secure the treasure. The scene

changes to
THE CAVES BENEATH THE RHINE.

Alberlch, armed with a whip, drives the Nlbe-
lungs beiore him. They bear the treasures of the
ssrth and deposit them in a large glittering beap.
Odin and Loki appear, and Odin permits
tb« latter to exercise his canning. Loki converses
with Alberlch, the Nlbelung, and especially about
the helmet which renders Its wearer invisible, or
whose virtues enable him to assume other forms.
Loki asks Alberlch to snow them specimens of Ms
transformatory skill. Alberlch assumes the shape
of a tortoise, and while in this lor in Odin places his
foot on him while Loki secures the magical helmet.
The scone changes to the Rhine bangs. Alberlch
has assumed his old form, but the gods have
bound him fast. Now tbpy compel him to nse the
virtue of the ring lor their benefit. He is forced to
order the Mbeiungs to carry up the treasures, and
when this Is done Odin demands the magical ring.
Alberlch strives to retain it, bat the gods take it

from him. Alberlch cuises the ring, "it shall

bring destruction to all who possess it." From
the distance come the giants with Freya, from the
other side Frlcsa, Thor and FrO. The giants re¬

ceive the treasure. Odin wishes to keep the ring,
but the appearance of the goddess Krda
from the ground to warn him of the destruction It
will bring to its possessor tndaces hlm to give it

up. The giants quarrel over Its possession, and
one Is slain. The other takes the treasure and the

ring and places It in a cave guarded by a monster
dragon. Through the loss of the ring the Nibe-
iiirnot and Alberlch remain in serfdom: but the

giants do not understand bow to use the power
thejr now possess tn the wonder/ul ring. The gods
and goddesses rejoice at seeing Preya again in
their midst. They gaze on the glowing pinnacles
or Walhalla, whose halls are prepared for their re¬

ception. Thor swings his hammer and evokes
with It a rainbow bridge, spanning the valley to
the burg, on whicb the divine family proceed to
Walhalla. The curtain Talis on tnis brilliant scene,
'mis, in brief, Is the sketch of "Uhelngoid." The
drama proper commences on tne following even¬
ing with

"THE VALkTR."
Prom the Palace of Walhalla the gods rule the

world, regulate the elements by wise laws and
take care or the human race. But the
gods are conscious of having attained
their power through fraud and injustice;
they deprived the Nibelungs of power
and freedom, and the ring and the hoard lie use¬
less in the dragon's cave. They wish to do pen¬
ance for the sin, and to this end will give some of
their power to mankind. Mighty races have
sprung up, descendants of the gods; tn conflict
and battle tbey gain strength. Odin's wish-
maidens tne Valkyr* protect them as shield-maid¬
ens, and bear the dead braves home to Walhalla,
where, tn Odin's presence, they live on a glorious
life. Tne nero is not yet born, however, for the
purposes of the gods. He Is to spring from the
race of the Waelsungs. Finally twins are born.
Siegmnnd and Sieglinda (brother and sister).
direct descendants of Odin. Siegmund takes a
wife, and Sieglinda marries Handing. Both mar¬
riages ore unfruitful. It Is the will of the gods
that the Waelsung blood be kept pure.
Siegmnnd and Sieglinda love, and Siegfried,
the dragon destroyer, is born. The hrst
scene in "Die Walkuere" shows us the
Interior of a primitive dwelling, in the
middle of which rises a giant ash whose branches
spread over the roof. Outside the storm is raging.
A storm-beaten traveller enters the house. It is
Slegcinud. Stegllnda shows him great kindness,
not knowing him to be her brother. Handing
arrives, moody and Jealous, aud he learns from
the stranger that he Is a Waeisung. Brother and
sister know each other. Sieglinda sighs for re¬
lease from the despotism of her husband, and
Siegmund, knowing the old prophesy of a good
hero who should spring from pure Waelsung blood,
greets her -as bride and sister mine." He escapes
with ber, and Hundlug lollows to take revenge.

BKtTNNHILDA, THE VALKYR.
In the second act the scene Is a wild mountainous
region, where odln, clad a* lor rattle, and Brunn-
-hiida, his favorite Valkyr, also fully armed, appear,
udin bids her give victory to siegmund, thereiure
to prepare and ride to the conflict. Just as she is
about to depart, However, Fricka approaches in
her wagon drawn by two rams. She, as the pro¬
tectress or marriage, demands that liund-
Ing be revenged and Siegmund and
Sieglinda punished. At first Odin refuses; but he
llnally and unwillingly gives way. lhe next scene
is between Odin and Brunnhllda, and Is of great im¬
portance. Odin is feanul of the approaching end
to tf.e glories ol the gods. He Is desirous that the
ring should be obtained from the giants, and he
knows that only tne hero who should spring from
Slegmuna and Sieglinda can do this. But he
or>eys the wish of Frieka, and bids Brunnhllda go
and give Hundlng the victory. The next scene la
th" rao.-t powerful of the evening. We see Sieg¬
mnnd and Sieglinda tired and weary from the
flight- In the distance they hear the horn of
Hundlng. Brunnhllda appears and announces to
Siegmund Odin's decision. Siegmund despises the

flories of Walhalla, unless Sieglinda may accompany
im thither. Hundlng appears in the background.

Siegmund hastens to meet him. They engage lu
combat. Amid (blending light BrunnhUda appears
protecting siegmund with her shield, in disobe¬
dience of Odin's commands. She knows the heart's
wisn of Odin Is tnat Siegmund be preserved; but
the old god has, nevertheless, a sense of justice.
Just as Siegmnnd is about ro strike Handing a
deadly blow, a glowing red glare breaks throagh
the clouds tnat have gathered about the combat¬
ants. Odin appears standing over Hundlng, and
with his spear breaks Siegmund's sword. The de¬
fenceless waelsung U killed bv Hundlng. Brunn-
btlda Is terrif)' d at the sight of Odin. She rushes
to Sieglinda and bids ber flee with ber. She takes
her In her arms, and both disappear. The clouds
in the background divide. Odin gazes with sad-
nesa on the slain Siegmund. He turns to Hundlng
and bids him tell Fricka tnat Odin's spear has re¬
venged the sin. Hundmg sinks to the ground.
Odin then tnrns in wrath to look for Bronnbilda.
The scene closes.

THE VALkYRS 8PEEDINO TP WALHALLA.
In tne opening scene of the third act we see in

a mountain region a number of Valkyrs at rest.
They gaze over the landscape awaiting their sis.
ters. Presently we see, one by one, the rest ca¬
reening throagh the c'oads, each bearing a (alien
warrior on their saddles. They are on the way to
Walhalla with their pooty. Seven are there
already Onlv one i-s- -uUI1"*.. e,u*nj sue,
too, isseeu gailoping through the air: bat, instead
of a dead warrior, she bears with ber a female
form.Sieglinda. Dismounting irom ner steed,
sustaining Sieglinda on her arm. she approaches
tae group of her sisters and asks them to give her
a fresh steed, for odln Is pursuing ber; but her sis¬
ters. fearing Odin's displeasure, refuse. Sieglinda
pleads to be killed by the hand ol Brunnhllda; but
the V alkyr tells her that she bears within ber a
"true Waelsung." Sieglinda gains courage and
strength on hearing these words, and prepares to
flee. Bnt wintrier" Brunnhllda tells her to go
there where the giant Fafner guards the hoard
and the ring.lor tnat Is the only place which Odln
avoids. She gives her Siegmund's broken sword,
and tells tier that the child she will bear will some
day weld it together again, and that he shall be
named Sicgiried, and rejoice in victory. Sieglinda
thanks tue Valkyr and departs.

T11K APPROACH OF ODtV.
Tnunder is heard. The trees bend before the

force of the raging storm. Odin appears. Brunn¬
hllda. conscious or her disobedience, falls at his
leet, saying, '-Here, lather, utter mv sentence."
Odin announces her late, Sine Is expelled the
society 01 the gods. Her powers as Walkuere are
taken from her. The otner Valkyrs leave the
scene and Odin and Hrunnhiida are alone. Odin
pronounces the sentence. "Here, on this tnoun-
tain, 1 banish thee; in deienceiess sleep I close
thine eyes. The man who finds tnee on the way
can wake thee, and th<>n art his." Brunnhllda
sinks to tne ground aghast. She raises her head
to Odin and a*ks il her »m Is so great as to deserve
such pnmshm nt. She feels free irom guilt. Did
she not do what he, the God, wished In his owu
heart f she had understood only to love what he
had loved. Odin's inner oonriict is great, but lie
cannot retract the sentence. But, at Brunn-
hUds'S pleading, he promises to give her
protection in her sleep, to surround her rocky
couch with Ore, so 'hat onlv tne bravest hero can
awaken her. Tne leave taking of Ali-Vater Odin
iron his lavorlte Valkyr is a beau'ifui and even
affecting scene. Deeply moved, Odin kisses both
her eyes, which sink together; he leads her to a
mossy hillock, aoove which a broad-nrauched pine
rises, and unuer it he places his burden, once
more he gazes, full of sorrow, upon her, closes her
helmet anu covers her with the steel shield of the
Valkyri. Then, turning away, he invokes tne Are
goo to surrouuo Brunnhllda's couch with protect¬
ing names, oiin leaves the scene slowly, and us
the names shoot up around the sleeping Brunn-
huda ttie curtain falls, Thus ends the second day
of the "King."

I have seen tnese two music dramas performed.
The two following have not been put on tne boards,
in the two loregoing evenings we are introduced
to the ".siegiried," whose adventures are told in
the 'Nlbelungenlied." Without this Introduction
the Siegfried legend would be fragmentary and in¬
comprehensible. A mythological symbolical charm
is lent to the entire "Ring" by '.tu' scenes we have
attempted to describe. I shall endeavor to tell
the story or the two following portions as briefly
as is possible and yet do Justice to the subject.

MEOFIUKD (Till TITIBn PAT).
In the opening act oi the tnird day Siegfried ap¬

pears.a youthful, heroic form. Siegunda reached
the smithy oi Mime Alberich's bromer, and died,
alter siegiTied's birth, first commuting to Mime
the care of her son. Siegfried is wonderfully
strong and can break with ease every sword that
Mime makes. Only one, ir welded vogether iSleg-

llimemund's), will he not be able to break. Mirne
teaches yonng Siegfried his art, tells him of the
death of his lather and brlugs him the two pieces
of the broken sword, from which siegirled makes
a new one so good and strong that wmi one blow
he cuts the anvil In two. His first deed Is to re¬

venge his father's death oy slaying Handing, his
second to stay the dragon that guarded tne Nibel-
ungen board, the ring and the magic helmet.
The latter feat he does at Mime's wisn, the dwarf
thinking that afterwards he can possess himself of
the ring and supreme power. Blood from the stain
monster spurts over his hand. He puts his
finger in his mouth to cool It, whon he is
suddenly endowed with the gm of understanding
Hie song of birds. They praise Siogfrled's brave
deed, tell him to beware of treachery, for Mime Ua9
induced htm to slny the dragon that he {the dwarf)
may reap the benefit. Then Megfried slays Mime.
The birds then tell the young hero of the treasures
of the magic helm and the ring, and advise him
to win the glorious maiden Hruunhilda, who
sleeps enchanted amid the circle of Are. Siegfried
goes in aue-t of Brunnhllda, finds her and awakens
her wUh his glowing embraces. In Stegirted
Brunnhllda recognizes the true hero of the race of
the Waeigiings, and gives herself up to him, and
ne marrirs her with tue ring wnich he found in rhe
cave of the dragons. The curtain ialls. The last
evening is devoted to

SIKOFRISU'S DBATH.OOTTKRDAMMkTtrTNO,
where wo como to natter known ground de¬
scribed so luily, but unskllluliy. In the "Nl-
belungenhed." Two scenes preiaoe the even¬
ing. The three Norns spin tne goiden thread
of fate, and announce in horrid song the
de-ay of the world a«h and the threatened
destruction of the gout. A second scene fol¬
lows. blegtried and Brunnhllda emerge at early
morning irom the rock apartment, he in mil armor,
en« leading her steed Orane, which, since shocati
no longer ride through tne air on her mission to
take the dead warriors to Walhalia, she ulven t,o
hiegirled. They take leave. Siegfried leads the
steed down the rocks. Brunnhllda ga/es long
and sadly at the retreating form of the hero.
Then r.ne aeene chanres i.o Burgundy, to the halls

tlier eau-'/)lftIJ» lp® Rhlne, the home ol Gun-
brother Ilag.u >. A»f ,t,utrune ami th> ir natural
and Orimhiui. *The Alber^," ('he Ntbeluug)
tbe-r hopes for th«

' UH We ,lave »eon, plate
fried; Albern-h. however®1??? 0f l.Dc' rlu* m Siet?'
in his natural sou h/.?2{.tb®,orUrlnal possessor,
Hagen in childhood ,h*efV A1,J«rt n had taughf
that bis Drothe^m^h^®*0' *"« rl"g «d hov
aesaiuu of it throu^ *i?ir. l] avort'd to Ket P0|!"
employ cunning irD»ili ?^!ed ln VttlD- 1,0 nitnl

hilda, that she Ls the m »
Gunther, of Brurn-

excites him to wish bar fn£?no 01 mal(Jens- 1,0,1
tne tune that siegiriwS hls wife- TlJlg " abjUt
gundy in ho. uumt fnr

e* at lb® Oourt of lur-

fJagea his adveniiirJ. Jt?K®5 ea* Siegfriedteila
the slater of Ountha? Ti'S u"mnhtlda. Gutraue,
fried and atfi.? d.*®plJ ,n '°ve with.Beg.
draught the dfanodit ^*tloa Bhe bands aim a

be loses all mam?.? « w
*®tfulne8».by fhlch

the hand of rutr»n» 2,w >? Past- S'eefrlec asks

one condition »£ Gunther will gnnt on

S^alon of Rr'nnn?^1?-111^ h« ald blm togt pos-
SmH The two, Guuthtf and

reach
Pmecd by boat down the Rhlm, and

A
BRTTNNHILDA'8 ROCKY nnpn

maMnit uVorthe8 tLrns18 8Wp> whil® Sirgfrled,
Jorm nenetratA. .appe' tts«dtne9 Guather's
SS h PAnriai a

of nam®* a"d iecurea

ring from her flnJifp^ ha
docU® by takng the

hia side hntK: h?e coajP®la bar to se?p by

wlth'mm d'own" to'the ho ^^^He'^taierhe?
hav^i)mHted0r^8m ^iarrived m m. 1° me,ntlon that before Segfned

H'Fs 'ir S rtss
But Waitrtni# h«

release her Irom bamsiment.

5&was? ?».
Odin does not send out the Valkyrt to battle- im

and1 wa^e,,reed0eio^St^?ied ln ^.la-s^aven?
Then he r.tnrn. i nfi ,

rest a'one or earth.

»s,si,cvJSil,5KSf;i:
rm/itTcn b»«tt«lth«0,»hW'le8al'1' "weW»"
were God and ^ daughters. released

returns towmui£ *M wutrauw

KRt'NNUILDA ARHIVKS AT Wnuvs

the nalS^ui^oV&lJhunSn?0!" iTnlffi'aildA?

^;®JraAiaRwissdrjFS
Brunnhilda. The bark comes down the Rhine the
men spring into the river and draw ltto the.llore
and when Gunther and Brunnhilda have limi'eii
the assembled men give them welcome m shouts

?.*Ioyi 'ollows that well known scene in the
''Nibelungenued." Brunnhilda tees s"egiried
fled uf rmrnne

na tl,hndl«nani to find h.m marl
riCu 10 CalltrUI16. Sil© Bee** tha rinrv /¦»»%

hla finger, and though thinking of the de¬
ception that has been practised unori her

fnV'fh lta Possession, since the ring belongs to
Gunther. She asks Gunther to make Sloffirled
give up possession. Gunther is confused and de¬
lays. Brunnhilda asks uim, ..Didst thou give the
""Jf. «p Siegfried»» Siegfried says thaf he de
spoiled it Irom the dragon. Hagen vrhisoeru m
Brunnhilda to reveal the deception practiced?
Brunnhilda, blind with wrath, tells Gunther that
Siegfried had already conquered her,.n2? thiS
but his I am." steglried. not remembering ho
first visit, calls to her mina the witness or ins
sword that he did not play false to Guntner'l
Jiouor. But Siegfried is doomed. Hacon atui
Brunnhilda press Gunther to revenge his
honor. Gunther refuses for a time flagen
offers to murder him if Brunnhdrta
win tell him the place where the hero wL vniner
able. "In the back alone," she answered "for when
I made htm invulnerable I knew that he never turo"
fh L? au eoemy, and did not apply the charm
thereto. Tne three plan his death. lie l« out
hunting with Gunther, Hagen and their lollowers.

?nn»^?roaCf'09 ttie Rhln®' w'here the three Rhine
daughters, from whom Alberloh snatched the gold
plead that he give them back the ring, warning
him of the curse that attaches to Its possession!
. .

SIKGPRIKD'S DRATH.

,.n® boes not heed them. The party sit down
to refresh themselves. Gunther ls silent and
gloomy, Siegfried full 0f life, and Ilagen

? Siegfried wishes to en¬
liven Gunther, and tell him stories of
his youth. He tells him of his adventures
with Mime, the slaving of the drago" how nl came
Rrnnnhfn. n rl, Glrtls' how thej tola him to seek
Brunnhilda. Then he tells how he passed through

ba^.aJ^ai?e8> ajya'tod Brunnhilda and pos-
®®a9®d ber. Memory returns to him. Two
ravens hover above him. "What do these

i8ay.t0» tPee?" a®ka Hagen of Siegfried.
wor.ii >d InJi U»P a.^ha8t'' and Hacen, with the
words, 'I understand them; they hasten to an¬
nounce thy coming to Odin," plimges his sne ir in

Siegfried's back,Wore Gnntief'cln interfere"
. icgiried raises his shield with both hands to crush
his assassin; but his strength fails him?and he slUks
to the ground exhausteo. Hageii Blinks awav
Gunther, convinced of Siegfried's mnocenee of
Intentional deception, kneels at the dying hero's
side, while the follower. «..>»> «-.Uua. oiegtrieu

aniT exnirA.'°Thn ^e.ant'ful ®ong to Brunntnlda.
"^".bfP'r®8- _The followers bear the corpse on
toetr stuelds, Gunther following. The moon breaks
through the clouds and shines oa Ah* mournful

Then the mist asoenSsVcS the Khine
and the procession is lost to view. A slight trans.

and we are on the b&bks of the Rhiue
MIXINLIOHT.THB BALLS OR TUB OIBICBtTVOS.

Gutrune enters the hails from her apartment.
She hears horns ln the distance. Wnile she Karen.
Hagen-s voice ls heard, "L^htl l^ht? Bwtv
bring we home!» She sees lights and torches
borne by the followers. Hagen tells her it is
the corpse of Siegfried. She rushes on?
and embraces the body. She charges her

K.er ,7"hnth® murder, but he points to
Hafreo. ^ell, theD," he answero a^nnntiv ®«i

hf.VeuSl m11 hr18ince no other daredJ so what* was
his is my fair booty. Tim ring is mine." Gnn-

''Shameless one, mine is the ring, for Brann-
hilda intended it lor me. Ye all heard her 1" Hagen
and Gunther engage ln combat. Gunther fans
Hagen ls about to seize the ring when the hand of
the dead is raispd threateningly, and he retires
aghast. Brunnhilda approaches from the hack-
ground. "Silence your plalnings, your idle rage I
Here stands his wife, which ye all betrayed I Now

I?1/ rl,fh-t' Ior w''at was to take nlace ls
done. 'Ah, misfortune-brlnger, thou has brough't
us all destruction," mourns Gutrune. Brunnhilda
answers;.".silence, unfortunate. Thou wert

gave hSfrtttroin i" the wlIe 10 whom "e
gave his trotn. "Woe is met" answers
Gutrune. . Accursed Hagen, why artvisedst
ID0? I?e F've ,llm 1,10 draught. Now, l know
that through It he lorgot Brunnhilda!" I
Brunnhilda.*4o, be was pure! Never was oath

kept more sacred than by him. And Hagen has

wfr'h.'3'11 *1'm' x-or od,n Pad already selected him
lor his own. Now, I, too, am released; pure and

pelted"1 me°" tKLPr10ua "erof alone com

Ihe bid? thA mnn
8 .a lerrlbl« resolve

?h^ k i? ^
nen erect a woodpile on

thD .S «e r)ver 10 burn tbe body of
the dead hero. No serf shall be sacrifice with him ..

she alone will offer on his honor her life to the'
goaa. She takes possession of the tarnMm, which
she will burn with her, anu then of the ring, w hich

luHy
Ct8 0U Ker'gazlng 011 4t mourn.

"Hear me, ye gods," she exclaims, "your injus¬
tice is effaced. Tnank him, tne hero who took your
sin upon hi in sell. The ring he gave to me to com?
p ete the work. ReleasedWin wmftdS are^ the
Ntbclungs.the ring shall bind them no more For
to you, daughters of the Rhine, I give It; the flro
that consumes me shall purify the ring; ve shall
dissolve it and preserve It as the RheUigoldXt
was taken away irom you to weld the ring of ser¬
vitude and misfortune. Then alone, AK-Vaht^
"Uf" fi°Prcme- That thy might is eternal, I bring
him to thee; receive hlrn, for he is worthy She

toWaJhaila?0 raVUDa circUu« over tn° P'le return

VALHALLA'S IVI).
Casting the firebrand In the wood pile she fore¬

tells the end of Walhalla:."For the end of the
gods Is approaching ho cast 1 the brand In wal¬
halla'* glorious burg." Amid solemn chanting of
the assembled people Brunuhilda npproa hes the
lnneral pile, sne turns round once more, and
bids adieu to the world In beautiful words:.
"Mark welt. See ye the flames consume Siegfried
and Hrunnhilda. See ye the Rhine daughters
take the ring to the depths; then look to the Nortn
through the night. Glances there on the heavens
a sacred glow' Know ye all that ye nave seen the
end of w alhalla. Gone like a breath the race of
the gods; left all uncared for the world here
below. But to the world I leave the treasure of
my most sacred knowledge. Not goods nor gold
nor grandeur sublime, not house nor oourt nor
lordl? display, not the gloomv contracts of bonds
deceptive nor hypocritical Custom's hard law.
Blessed in joy and pain, let love alone be." Two
young men bring Bruunhllda the steed she gave
to Siegfried, sue addresses him, and in joyous
rapture at the prospect of accompanying Sieg¬
fried she springs on his back and wltn one
bound leaps on tne blazing pile. The flames rise
grander than before, filling the entire space.Then the pile crumbles together, a dense cloud of
"smoke" arises and in the midst a brilliant glow
is seen, revealing Hrunnhilda, armed and clad as
Walkuere, mounted on her steed and taking Sieg¬
fried with her through space to Walhalla. At the
same time the waves or the Kninu Dave flooded
over the burning pue and the three Rhine daugh¬
ters secure the ring and plunge again to their
home in the depths. lUgeu, seeing tho ring dis¬
appear, plunges madly alter them, in order to se¬
cure it. Two of the Rhine daughters seise him
and take him to the depths, while the other swims
before them, holding in triumph the glittering
r'ng. The northern heavens are covered with
glowing lights, announcing the fulfilment of
Hrunuhilda's prophecy. Walhalla is destroyed;the gods are no more.

It Is two years since the foundation stone of the
Nibelungen Theatre was laid, when 2,000 singersand musicians assembled in Bayreuth to do honor
to Wagner and to give him support; and they sung
as the stone was put in its place that beantnul
chorus iroin "The Masterslnger of Nuremberg,"
which seemed at the tune to express so well the
composer's confidence m the future:.

Awake the dawn of (lav In near.
Amid the coppice green I hear
A wondrous throated nightingaleI'our forth her song o'er loll and dale.Tin- night -ink* to die Occident,The day mounts trotn the orient.
And morning s purple glories loomf rom out the realms of night and glootli.

SWINBUBNE'3 NEW POEM.
London, May 20, 1S74.

I have received an early copy of Mr. Swmburno's
neV poem, "Bothwell," but in order to catcti the
mall I bave no tlmo to enter into elaborate critical
detail, and can only give you a skeleton notion of
the work and certain extracts from it,

Mary, Queen of Scots, la, according to Mr. Swln-
burue's Idea, an embodiment or all that u evil.a
tierce lover, a bitter hater, politic in her

manipulation of those about her, but blinded
by passion. /lace, Mr. Swinburne, there
Is no doubt of her love lor Bothwell or of her con¬

cern In Darnley's death. The poem is In five acts.

It commences with Darnley plotting Kizzio's
death, and concludes with Mary's flignt to Eng¬
land, alter her escape from Loch Laven Castle.

The dramatic lorce of the poem is intonss, and in

his love scenes Mr. Swinburne Is as impassioned
and, one may say, as repulsive as ever. There are

One passages on every page, the diction Is severe

and simple, and never dull. Here are some ex¬

tracts. Mary has been 111 at Jedbnrgh, and the

Rlshop of Ross has come to confess her. She

says:.
I would have absolution ere I die.

But of what tins 1 have rot strength to suy
Nor hardly to remew er. 1 do thluk
1 have done Uod some servioe, holding fast
Falui. uiul Hit Church's fear, and have loved well
HL name and burden set on me to serve.
To bear His part In the eye of this thwart world,
And witness of His cross: yet know myself
To be but as a -ervant without grace
Save ol His Lord love's silt; I have sinned In pride,
Perchance, to be his servant first aud fluht,
In lace ol all men's hate and might, alone
Here, sitting single-sceptred, and compel
For all its many mouthed inveteracy
The world with bit and bridie like a beast
Brought back to serve him. and bound down to me
Whose hand shoulu take and hale it by the mane
Aud bend Its head to worship aa 1 bade,
I, flrst among Ills tuitliiul; so 1 said,
And loolishly ; for I waa high of heart;
And uow, behold, I am In Cod's sight and man's
Nothing; but though 1 have not so much grace
To bind again this people fast to Qod,
1 have held mine own laith fast, and with my lips
Have borne lilra witness il my heart were whole.
Bishop op Hues.Thereiore shall He forget not In your
hour.

Not for his child relert you; and shall make
The weight aud color ol your sins on earth
More white and light than wool inay be or snow.

Q. sek.Yea, so my trust is of Ilim ; though as now
Scarce having In mo breath or spirit of speech,
1 malic not long coutesslon. and my words.
Through faintness of my flesh, lack form; yet, pray you,
1 hinK il but sickness and my body's fault
That comes between me and my will, who fain
Would have your eye look ou my naked soul
And reud what writing there should be washed out
Willi iniue own heart's tears and wiih Cod's dear blood,
Who sets we tor His penitent; for -urely
Mv sills of wraih and of light-mindedness.
And waste of wanton will and wandering eyes,
Call on me with dumb tougnes for penitence.
Which, I beseech you, let not iso-l reject
Kor luck of words that I lack strength to say;
Kor here, us I repeal and put troin me
In nerlect hope oi pardon all ill thoughts.
So 1 retult all iaults against me done.
Forgive all evil toward me of all men.
Deed or device to hurt me yea, 1 would not
There were one heart unreconciled with mine
When mine is cold; 1 will not take death's hand
With uny soil of hate or wrath or wrong
About mo, but. being friends with this past world,
Pass from it In the general peace of love.
One of her outbursts against Darnley:.

By heaven. 1 had rather death had leave than he
W hat comes he lor r lo vex me quick or dead
With Ins lewd eves ami sodden sidelong taee
That 1 may die again with louthiug of him 1
By God, as hod shall look upon my soul,
1 will not sec him. Bid him away, and keep
Far oil as Edinburgh may hold him hence
Among his fellows of the nerded swine
That not for need but love ho wtillows with
To expend his patrimony of breath and blood
In the dear service ot dishonoring days.
Darnley's dream

I dreamed this bed here was a boat adi I ft
Wnerein one sat with me who played and sang,
Yet oi his cltiern 1 could hear no note
Nor in what speech he sang luaudibly,
Bui waichert ms working lingers and quick lips
As witn a passionate and loathing fear,
And could not speak nor smite him ; and methougbt
That this was David; and he knew my heart.
How tain I would have sinuten him. and laughed
As 'twere to mock my helpless hands and hate.
So drove we toward a rock whereon one sat
singing, that all t e highest air ol heaven
Was kindled into light therewith, and shone
As w ith a double dawn; (tars east and west
Lightened with love to hear her, ami the sky
Brake ni red bloom as leal buds break in spring,
But these bore Ores tor bioasoms; then awhile
My heart, too, kindled and sprang up and sang
And made sweet music iu me, to keep time
Wnil that switt singing; then us Ore drops down
Dropped, and was quenched, and in joy's stead I felt
Fear ache In me like hunger, and I saw
These were not stars nor overhead was heaven,
Bui a blind vault more thick and grosi than eartn,
The nether firmament that roots In hell,
And those hot lights were of lost souls, aud this
The seu oi tears and fire below the world
That still must v. ash and cleanse not of one curse
The far foul strands with all its wandering brine;
And as we drove 1 tclt the shallop's sides,
Happed by the burning water, plank trom plank
Severing; and lain 1 would have cried on God,
And s.yer aits* ws* tuc spji iuck
... ana about ner all the reefs were white
With hones of men whose souls were turned to fire;
And If she were or were not w hat I thought,
Meseemed we drew not near enough to kuow;
For ere we came to split upon that reef
The sundering plunk-opened, and through their breach
Swaruied in tile dense surf ot the dolorous sea
With hands that plucked and tongues thrust oat at as,
An 1 fastened on me flame like, that mv flesh
Was molten as with enrthly tire, and dropoed
From naked bone and sinew; but mine eves
The hot surf seared not, nor put out my sense;
For I beheld und heard out ot the surge
Voices that shrieked and heads that rose, and knew
Whose all they were, aud whence their wrath ut me;For all these cried upon me that mine ears
Rang, and my brain was like as beaten brass,
Vibrating and the troth of tbat loul tide
Was as their spittle shot in my full face
That burnt It; and with breast and flanks distent
i strained mysell to curse thein back, and lacked
Breath ;the sore surge throttled tongue less speech,Though its weight buoyed my dipping cbin. that sank
No lower than where my lipi were burnt with brine
Aud my throat clenclieu last of the strangling sua.Till I twnm short with sick strokes, as one might
Whose hands were manned; then mine ill spuTl of sleep- hiitcd, and showed me as a garden walled.
Wherein I stood naked, a shipwrecked man.
Stunned yet and siacgerrd from the sea, and soiled
With all the weed aud scurf ol the gross wave
Whose breach had cast tne broken on that shore:
And one came like a god in woman's llesh
And took tninc eve* with hers, anu gave me fruit
As red as Are, but full of worms within
That crawled and gendered und she gave rae wine,Bui In the cup a toad was. and she said,
"Kat," and I ate, and "Drink," and I did drlflk.
And sickened; then came one with spur on heel
Red from his horse o'erridden, smeared with dust.
And took my hand to lead me as to rest, *

Being bruised yet from the sea breach ; and his hand
Was as of molten iron wherein mine
Wa- as a brand in lire; and at his feet
The earth spilt, and I saw within tho gulf.
As In clear water, mine own wrtthen face.
Eaten of worms and living then I woke.
John Knox inveighs against the Queen:.

Nay. then In Ood's name.If that false word tell uniulfllled of mine.Heed ye not now nor hear me when 1 sayThat for this woman's sake shall Qod cut off
The hand that spares her as the liana that shields.And make their memory who take part with her
As thelr's who stcod lor Baal against the Lord
Willi Ahab's daughter.

"Bothwell" will raise Mr. Swinburne's reputa¬
tion, but will make him detested by those who
espoused Queen Mary's cause.

LITERARY CHIT-CHAT.
Mr. F. J. Enerelhardt's Rowing Almanac for this

year b .« passed into a second edition. Tbls neat
publication is full of matter Interesting to boating
men, and, besides* containing a record of all past
important races, baa in full the regatta rules of
the association or amateur oarsmen and of Amer¬
ican colleges, together with maps of the Saratoga,
Troy, liarlem and Springfield courses.
Thi First Cohtlkti Basque dictionary has

been published in Pans, by W. J. Van Eys.
Tim New,Edition of that oharralng booh,

White's "Natural History Of Selboi ne," will be
brought out in the same sumptuous style as the
two volumes of "Holland Ilouse."
Dr. Schmidt's "Shakespeare's Lexicon" is fin¬

ished to the letter L, and volume one will shortly
appear in Lonuon. It Is a most learned and ex¬
haustive treatise on the English of Shakespeare.
Tub Lbarnsd Ernest M. Rbnan was recently re¬

jected as a corresponding member of the Lisbon
Academy of Sciences by a vote or four yeas to six
nays.
Onx or thb Most Amusing recent contributions

to French literature is Jules Janln's "Parts et
Versailles tl y a Cent Ans." He describes social,
literary and royal life in the most charming style.

NEW PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED.
From Harper A Brothers :."M y Mother and I."

A novel. By Miss MuIook.
From B. B. Russell, Boston:."The Life and

Times of UliarleH Sumner." By Eliza Nason.
From D. A J. Sadlier A Co."Sin and its Conse¬

quences." By Ueury Edward, Archbishop of
Westminster.
From Dotld A Mead:."The Winter of the Heart

and Other Poems." By Lavarr Wlirashurst.
From Sheldon A Co.:."Tempest Tossed." A ro¬

mance. By Theodore Tilton. "Across America;
or, The Great West and the Pacific Coast." By
General James P. ltusllng.
From George w. Carleton A Co.:."Northern

Ballads." By Edward L.Anderson. "The Log of
Commodore Rolllngpln." By John II. Carter.
"True to liioi Ever." A novel. By P. W. R.
Prom P. o'Hhea:.1"The Pioneer." A poem. By

William Beton. "Rosemary: a Talc of the Fire of
London." By Lady Oeorgiana Fullerton. "Tales
of Truth and Trust." By Lady Fullerton. "The
Neptune outward Bound." Br Winnie Rover.

CREMATION IN (MANY.
Must the End Be Bust

or _A.shes P

THE ITALIAN AND GERMAN SYSTEMS.

How the Body May Be Reduced to a Htndful
of Snow-white Ashes for $!.

THE DISCUSSION ON THE CONTINENT.
Frank fort-on-tiik-Main, May 16, 1874.

The question whether In future the dead are to
be burned or not is exciting just now in Oermaay
a large snare of attention, and the discussions
thereon are of considerable sclentlflo interest.
Scarcely a week passes but the papers announce
the constituting of new cremation societies, whose
members, with the weal of future generations at
heart, have taken a solemn oath that alter death
their bodies shall be subjected to the process of
cremation instead of being deposited in cemeteries
or oburchyards, where they would be allowed to
decomposo themselves leisurely, and, as they
think, disseminate epidemics and miasmas so long
as a particle of them remained. Germany, Swit¬
zerland, Austria and Italy have each several such
societies. In Germany, Dresden, Vienna and
Breslau; and in Switzerland, Zurich, have taken
the lead. It is reported that In a few weeks the
first orematlon oven will t>e ready In Dresden.
The architect Fredrlch Siemens is engaged In con¬

structing It, according to the plan ol Dr. Reclam,
and the communes of both Dresden and Lelpslc
have declared their

READINESS TO ADOPT TDK SYSTEM
of cremation if the trials shall prove satisfactory.
The Cromation Society "Ci n" of Vienna Is about to

build a cremation institution on the plan of Profes¬
sor Rcolam. In Zurich a number ol popular meet¬
ings have been held in the St. Peter's church tor
the purpose of discussing the subject, and doctors
and theologians, scientists and laymen seemed to
agree in the necessity of burial reform in order to

prevent the spread ol epldomics. Pastor Lang did not
find that the new system would hurt his religious
feelings, and Professor Klnkel spoke of the project
entertainingly from the sesthetlc and artistic
points of consideration. The Medical Society of
Vienna discussed, in February, the subject or
"cremation as a means of preventing the poison¬
ing of drinking water and infectious diseases." A
committee was elected to examine the systems
and results of cremation and to report thereon.
Orematlon makes rapid progress In Italy, where
Professor Polli, of Milan; Professor Brunetti, in
Padda, and Professor Oorlnl, in Lodl, are Its earn¬
est advocates, indeed, the subject will soon be
discussed beiore the Italian Parliament, a bill hav-
lng been proposed to accept cremation as a proper
metnod of "burial."

REASONS TOR BURNING THE DEAD.
The cremation mania does not appear In Ger¬

many now lor the first time. The subject was

hotly discussed in the sixth decade of the present
century and a number of cremation societies were
then formed. The question was again permitted to
subside, though not until soma Important author¬
ities had given their opinions thereon. But cities
nave developed largely since then, and epidemics
and cholera have troubled the learned professors,
who have come to the opinion that graveyards
poison the ground for large distances around;
that water the people driuk becomes thereby poi¬
soned, aDd people get the cholera and die;
and, again, that the obnoxtous gases developed
by decomposition pass through the porous crust
of earth above the putrid masses, and thus vitiate
the air we breathe to an extent but little dreamed

h ^ Z IT" 0f lnnoceat Human sufferers. Some-

r h
tbe ,nterestin2 calculation that at

tue time when the u>*vc/arus were used within
the city of London some 2,500,000 cubic leet of
carbonic acid gas was annually developed irom
decaying corpses and distributed in the air. 'The
fonl gases developed in the process or putrelao-
tlon are much more Injurious, as has been so

frequently proven m the removal and opening up
of disused graveyards. Proofs may be found
In the works of Tardleu In France and
Parkes in England. They show that in over¬
crowded graveyards products are developed by
which the number of diseases and deaths among
the surrounding populations is increased, in some
cases through the poisoning of the drinking water,
In others through rendering the air Impure. Typhus
epidemics have frequently followed the opening
of grave fields.instance, in the Riora, In the Au-
vergne, In the past century, and only a few decades
ago the epidemic among the inhabitants of the
Marchd des Innocents, in Purls, when, in 1830, the
corpses which had been temporarily placed thero
were again dug up. The German, Riecke,
records an Interesting case. In a village
in the Kingdom of Wtlrtomberg the community
had erected, from motives of economy, the school-
house on an old unused churchyard; but when, in
winter, the heat in the schoolroom attracted the
air from the soil beneath It, sickness became so

prevalent among the scholars and teachers that the
school had to be closed. But all these are facts so

generally known that it may seem a presumption
to repeat them here. That putrefying human
corpses disseminate death-bringing pestilence was
proved by Hannlbal'B warriors beiore Syracuse
when, as a taunt {J>ohn) to the beleaguered, they
ODeued the graveyards about the city and cast the
corpses about tbe open field, and lost their own
lives lor their pains.

CREMATION IN ITALY.
The incitement to the present revived discussion

comes from Italy, where, in 1872, the Lombard
Academy offered a prize of 1,000 francs for
the best thesis on the best method of cremation to
take the place of the present form of burial. The
plans of Professor Polli, of Milan; Brunetti of
Padua, and GoTlnl, of Lodl, have since then at¬
tracted mnch attention. Professor Polli's plan is
to place the corpse in a receptacle of stone ware
and to allow a stream of ordinary ournlng gas to
pass through the vessel. The corpse is quickly
charred, and the ashes and the calcined
bones remain over. The operation lasts
about an hour, and what remains is, perhaps
t ie twelfth part of the original human being. The
system is nevertheless too costly and unrefined
for adoption. A system of names has to bo intro¬
duced at the point of exit for the gases In order to
consume the obnoxious products. A more practi¬
cal system is that of Professor Brunetti, whose
models and plans excited much Interest when ex-
hlbltad last year at the V.enna Exposition. In
one of the galleries occupied by Italia there was a
glass case with the Inscription, "ludocte vetitum

ZZY'rV'." and ® series of glasses com
taiulng specimens of cremated bodies. Professor

taas fo'n'ows^-'1(16 °Ve oxporlment8- H's system

BBUNETTI'S 8YSTKW.
In an oyon made of fire bricks and provided with

openings to regu.ato the circulation of the a.rtae

r,;r?rtnponan ir°n^
P t)rmeans of 8f°ng iron wire.

1 he consumption Is produoed by tho agency of a
ood Ore, and tho heat is concentrated as much

as possible by two arched iron plates, which are
made to close immediately over the body. An
intense heat is thus produced and tbe corpse
jurns with fearful rapidity, and in about two
hours is completely cuarred. Then tho arched
plates are opened, tho charred remains are
raked together and the fire is renewed. The flesh
portions are then changed completely into ashos
and the bones calcined, so that all that remains is
about three pounds and a half. This result
wrought at an expense of 140 to ieo paunds of
wood. The process Is, nevertheless primitive and
abhorrent in comparison w;th German svstorns.
Even I'rolcssor HrunetM admits that the process
had filled him with awe. "80 long," he says, "us
I could discern the human form and the soft por¬
tions are seized by tho flames the astonishment is
indescribable; but when the form disauoears aud

all li charred there follows on as * deep 1epre#»
sion." Professor Brunetti does not succeed In re¬

ducing the corpse completely to ashes.
Professor Gorlni's method is at present a secret*

We know so mnch, however, that he usc9 a cast
iron receptacle two metres in length, seventy
centimetres wide and torty centimetres high, au&
that he assumes to know of a substance t>y which,
heated to an extremely high temperature, the
corpse is dissolved in a very lew moments, even to
the very last particle, into a fluid matter. At ant
experiment the body, alter the mysterious sub*
stance was poured.over it, burned up rapidly and
noiselessly, and no offenstve gases were produced
by the operation. Professor Qorinl uses a bricH
oven, fed with coals, for the purpose of heating
the mysterious substance. He says that by dlspos-
lng of ten bodies together in this mannfer the cost
la reduced to about six francs per corpse. These
are the noteworthy Italian methods of cremation*

TUB OBRUAN MBTHOD.
In Germany the system proposed by Professoa

Reclam, of Lelpstc, promises to be successful to *

degree not anticipated by the Italians. Reclam'a
method Is an adaptation for cremation purpose*
of a system of heating by means of gas, first, In¬
vented by 0. W. ana Fr. Siemens, of Berlin. Pro-
lessor Keclam wrote an interesting letter some
lime ago to the Augsburger AUgemetner Zeltung,
which we will follow. The regenerative system
(by 0. W. and Fr. Siemens) Is a method of beating
by means of ordinary gas. and consists of three
parti.First, the generator; second, the regen¬
erator and third, the place where an object Is t»
oe melted or bnrned, which we may term the
"cremation room." The "generator" Is a kind of
bricked feeding oven, in which the firing material
(wood, turf or coal) is placed on a gridiron. The
ventilation being lmperiect or retarded, gas
is thereby formed. This gas consists for
the moat part In a mixture of carbon, nitrogen
and carbnretted hydrogen, and comes irom the
"generator" at a temperature of from 100 to 200
degrees Reaumur. It then enters the "regen¬
erator".that is, a dice shaped room, walled with
fireproof stone.and is filled with a parallel, per¬
pendicular and horizontal grate work walling.
This grate work of building stone is heated by the
burning gas, which is then led into the "burning
or cremation room," being led off thence
through a high chimney. Close beside this
"cremation room" there is (bnt on the opposite
side) another "regenerator," through the grate
work wailing of which the fiery air goes to the
chimney, or whither at will the bnrmng gas can be
dlrocted. so soon us the "regenerator" is heated
to a white glow. Thereupon the burning gas and
air of a "white glow" temperature can be con¬

ducted, separately or together. Into the "crema¬
tion room." By a system of regulation the heat
can be increased "immeasurably."
Tbts process seemed to Professor Reclam to be

the best meaDS tor the rapid burning of the dead.
He consulted with teohnlcal men ; and in Beptera-
ber of the past year Herr Stemmann, of Dresden,
constructed for him a model place of cremation.
This model was improved on In December last by
P. Siemens, who uses one regenerator Instead of
two. Professor Keciam hopes soon to be enabled
to record other important Improvements. "No
other method of cremation," says Dr. Reclam,
"treats the body of the deceased person la such a
simple and pious manner. Berora the asaembled
mourners the corpse (with or without the coffin)
is lowered Into a smoothly walled room, where no
other objects are found. Nothing touches the

corpse except the air, heated to a white glow
Intensity, the oxygen of which combines with,
the atoms of the organic structure.
Only the ashes remain, and these can be gathered
up nnmlxed with loreign substances." The pro¬
cess of cremation occupies scarcely twenty min¬
utes, and only a handful of snow white ashes re¬

mains of what once was a human Deing. The cost
of a single process Is but two or three tbaiera, but
from $10,000 to $15,000 19 required for the construc¬
tion of the building and apparatus. The system'
promises to win Its way In Germany, and there
seems overy likelihood that before long it will be la
full operation in several German cities.

CAUSil OP TUB PRR3ENT AGITATION.
Professor Reclam's project is finding acceptance,

as I said, in several large cities of Germany. Be¬
sides Vienna, wbere the Medical Soolety ably dis¬
cussed the matter and proposed that cremation be
permitted, but not made an obligatory mode of
burying the dead, Gratz took up the matter
earnestly, and the Communal Council, in special
session, determined to labor for the introduction of
the new process. Very valiant were the burgo¬
master and five communal councillors of Ober-
dobling, near Vienna, who sent In to the Vienna
Medical Society a written testament declaring
their wish to undergo the process of cremation
whenever they shall depart this life. This Is all
very well. We know how easy It Is to make
such bold declarations, but how tow of such deter¬
minations are carried out when the time comes.
Some big, aristocratic personage must first lead
the way in this matter berore we can expect cre¬
mation to become popular. You may burn up the
poor and the paupers by the score If you will, but
the custom of burial will be retaiued, and the
more so because ordinary people will be burned
up. People are not, perhaps, so clearly convinced
of the pernicious Influences of graveyards, and
we know very well that In well regulated
and laid out cemeteries this injurious
influence is reduced to a minimum. In times of
war and pestilence, however, cremation by a sci¬
entific process would prove of immeasurable ben¬
efit. We only need to recall the terrible descrip¬
tions or the battle fields of Gravclotte and Sedan
to be convinced that by the Immense numbers of
dead caused by our modern art of warfare a thor¬
ough change In the method of disposing of the
dead is necessary. In times of pestilence the cre¬
mation process would prove beneficial.

TUB RKTCRN TO ANTIQUITY.
In adopting cremation as a means of disposing

of the dead the German peoples of Europe will
simply return to a custom which was once com¬
mon to all Indo-Qermanlc peoples. This fact has
been proved by Professor Unger,tof GOttlngen.
Tacitus knew of no other method of disposing of
the dead among the Germans, and Diodorns of
Sicily among the Celts. The custom prevailed
among the Sclaves and with the Greeks and
Romans, although burial was also custom¬
ary among these two peoples. The Etruscans
borrowed the custom ol burning their dead irom
the Romans. Charlemagne found the custom of
burning the dead prevalent among the heathen
Germans, and wrote several decrees agatnst ft to
the Christian priests. The religious opposition
against the new movement Is not extraordinarily
strong m Germany. So many thousands of mar¬

tyrs, both Catnolics and Protestants, have landed
safely in the heavenly regions after their bodies
had on earth undergone the ordeal of fire, that no
fear is entertained about cremation coming into
conflict with the resurrection theories. It is

hardly probable, however, that the Jews will con-
Bent to burn their dead.
Literature on cremation will soon be plentiful.

In 13&& a book was published In Brcslan, '.Burning
the Dead," by Trusen. The pamphlet by Weg-
mann-Ercolani, "Cremation as the Most Rational
Method of Disposing of our Dead," published in

Zurich, contains mnch valuable Information, es-

peciauy from Italian sources. Goethe, Koerner,
Platen and other German poets have referred to
the custom and pleaded ror Its relntrodnctlon.
Goethe styled cremation, "O wise custom of the
ancients." Platen wrote a pleasant epigram on
the subject, In which he begged, "0 sacred flarwJ,
return, return, and in luture death will be . -ri¬
fled from its dreaded pestilential breath."1

A RING LAWYER'S P£iS8.
An Old Clnlm Revived.

Comptroller Grecu yesterday received a claim of
John II. atann, Jr., assignee of William McKeag,
attorney of the Board of Excise from 1857 to 1871,
who demands payment of tue large sum of
$463 w, with interest, lor services alleged to have
b'-m rendered in suits prosecuted for violation of
the Excise laws. This immense claim is said to
have been unearthed, in consequence of the con¬
solidation act, from the recesses of the ofhee of
the Board of Supervisors, where the claimant
hoped, on some fortunate occasion, for favorablo
action; but It is now likely to oe resisted at every
step in its progress through tba courts. It Is a

specimen of probably many claims which rcinar
to bo brought into the Light.


